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The beginning of 2020 saw the global spreading of the COVID-19 pandemic, leading to a systematic closure of 
national borders across the world, here coined as ‘covidfencing’. As expected, in Europe, where close to two million 
commuters cross national borders on a daily basis to work, this new reality has provoked significant setbacks to their 
lives. Based on evidence already available from several sources, this text discusses the potential role of cross-border 
entities and, in particular, border cities, also known as Eurocities to mitigate the covidfencing effects, in the current 
and future pandemic scenarios in Europe and, in particular, in the Nordic and Baltic territories. Moreover, 
globalisation challenges and the importance of border cities for better coordination of local and regional approaches 
for future resilience and capacity building processes, as well as the role of cities in the polycentric and place-based 
approaches to cross-border planning, will be debated. 

Crucially, borders areas commonly exhibit low levels of urbanization. Even so, in past decades, a common trend in 
Europe has seen a surge of the elaboration of common development strategies between cities located on different 
sides of the border. So how can border cities contribute to mitigate potential covidfencing processes? It would 
depend on their institutional capacity to implementing cross-border plans and to solidify cross-border governance 
processes. Is that the current scenario in Nordic and Baltic border areas, in which long-term cross-border 
governance agreements tend to crystalize in implementing strategies and become mainly public funding absorbing 
vehicles? And what has been the role on Eurocities formation in the Nordic and Baltic cross-border territories over 
the past decades? Indeed, current literature on border cities acknowledges their crucial role in materialising political, 
institutional, socioeconomic and sociocultural added-value to the development of border regions, often associated 
with the implementation of cross-border cooperation processes. Hence, border cities have a particular important role 
in developing the surrounding cross-border areas. Border cities have the potential to attract innovation and 
knowledge via academic institutions and innovative companies, thus stimulating economic competitiveness and 
innovation processes. Moreover, social cohesion can benefit from the sharing of cross-border public services and 
increase their efficiency and quality. As the experience of the pandemic has shown, European regions are no isolated 
entities with connections serving important socio-economic and societal functions across national borders. 
Therefore, it is important to understand their actual potential for future cohesion and resilience building in view of 
upcoming transregional challenges. 




